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E-5 Explore the World Using Google Earth  
 & Online Projects 



Google Earth
Explore the Worldl

What is Google Earth?
Google Earth is a free tool that provides virtual maps. globes. and

geographic information. Itmust be downloaded to your computer. Visit
bnp:l/www.google.com/earl"h/index.htmlto download the latest version.

Why Use Google Earth in the Classroom?
• Build background knowledge
• make learning real
• It is visuaL
• It is interactive.

Curriculum Connections Using Google Earth:
• Landforms
• Countries and Continents and Oceans
• measurement
• Reading maps and Globes
• Research
• Discover Famous Landmarks
• Retrace the Travel of Literary Characters or Famous People
• Create Tours of Historica\ Events



Fly To a Location

The Basics

Add a Placemar-k

Zoom

Navigate

Street View



Things You Should Know

Google Earth Files are saved as either
KmZ or KmL. You must have Google

Earth to view them.
You create tours by pinning

placemarks at various locations.
Look for the yellow pushpin.

You can easily moVe between
Google maps and Google

Earth. Look at the last icon on
the right side of the toolbar.

You can see the Sky.
mars. or the moon. Use
the planet icon.

You can add a path and eVen record
the tour you create by using the
Record a Tour icon that looks \ike a

video camera.

To use Street View, you must zoom in
close to the location and then use the

Pegman that appears near the
navigation to drag it to the location you

want to view.

You can view what a location
looked \ike in the past by using
the historical imagery icon that

looks \ike a clock.



Use Google Earth- Beginning. middle. or End of Instruction

Beginning • Introduce Setting of aBook
• Show the Location of Current Events
• Fly to an Historical Landmark

midd\e • Have students t1y to places and learn facts
• Students can explore a location by using layers
• measure Distances
• make aTour of the Time\ine of Someone's Life

End • Show atour to review
• Fly to places and ask questions to check for
understanding

• Look C\oser at Locations with Street View

Take Flat Stanley to the Next Level by Using Google Earth and trace the path
he trave\s.

Use http://gelessons.com/graphicslf1atstanleyicon.gif as aplacemark on your tour.



Helpful Resources

Site Address Use
Geography http://www.mywonderfu\wor\d.org make geography
Awareness cross-curricular and

real to students

Geo Greeting http://www.geogreeting.com/#t Write spelling words
or messages using
Goog\e Earth

Google Lit http://www.goog\ehttrips.org/ Appreciate Literature
Trips the Goog\e Earth Way

Rea\ World http://www.rea\wor\dmath.org Teach math Using
math Goog\e Earth

Explore Planet http://dsc.discovery.com/convergence/p\anet- Discovery Education
Earth earth/goog\e-tour/goog\e-tour.htm\ Provides this

Video/Google Earth
Tour

monster milk http://earth-api- Game for Google
Truck samp\es.goog\ecode.com/svn/trunk/demos/milktruc Earth

k/index.html

Google Earth http://www.goog\e.com/earth/explore/showcase/ Find already created
Gallery and tours for museums.

landmarks. and
Showcase locations



Online PrQjects

PI'"Qjects by Jen: http://www.pI."Qiectsbyjen.com

C,reative 1'rojetfs for
the 1'rel' ... 1>i"th 6trade

G\a&sroom

Cybel'"Bee: http://www.cybel."bee.com/

more Resources:

http://its.leesummit.k12.mo.us/studentpl'"ojects.htm

http://www.ecb.ol'"g/sul'"f/pl'"ojects.htm
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